
REASONABLE DOUBT DEFINED

We hold that here, the circuit court's response to the jury—“We cannot give you a
definition of reasonable doubt; it is your duty to define it”—was unquestionably
correct. There was no error in this response. In decisions dating back more than 100
years, this court has consistently held that the term “reasonable doubt” should not be
defined for the jury, that the term, in fact, needs no definition because the words
themselves sufficiently convey its meaning.
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